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"US FOREIGNERS" 
BY ONE 

N O T ALL members of The Hol
land Society are of Dutch descent in the male 

line. Although you can still call out with safety 
"Hello, Van!" when you hail a member you have 
not seen since the last meeting—and whose name 
you have forgotten—once in a long while you will 
find that he hasn't even a Dutch name, and you'll 
wonder how he horned in. Why should an "out
sider" wish to "perpetuate the memory and foster 
and promote the principles of the Dutch ancestors" 
of its members ? Let's consider how they got in, and 
why others like them want to get in. 

Article I I I of the Constitution provides, in part, 
that persons shall be eligible to membership who 
are f 'descendants in the male line of persons who 
possessed the rights of Dutch citizenship within 
Dutch settlements in America, prior to the year 
1675." S° a n y descendant in the direct male line of 
a citizen of this colony of the Netherlands is eligible, 
whether of Dutch blood or not. 

The Dutch lost New Netherland to the English 
iii 1664, but recaptured it on August 1 u, 1673, an (^ 
held it for more than a year, releasing it to the 
English again on November 10, 1674 (New Style). 
During that year they made all inhabitants of the 
colony swear allegiance to the Dutch gov
ernment, so a direct male descendant of 
any of these men who took the oath of al
legiance—no matter what his nationality— 
is eligible for membership in The Holland 
Society (provided, of course, that he is 
eighteen years of age, of respectable stand
ing in society, and of good moral character). 
Many of the lists giving all the 
names of those who took the 
oath of allegiance to the Dutch \p£&§gp 
government — in New York 

OF THEM 
City and the towns of the Hudson 

River valley, Long Island and New Jersey—are 
preserved in the State Capitol at Albany. Some of 
them, unfortunately, were damaged by the fire of 
1911. A few of them have been published. So, if 
you have a friend who knows that his direct male 
forebear was a citizen of New Netherland before 
1664, or during 1673-4, v o u c a n propose him for 
membership in the Society. 

Father Jogues, writing in 1646, says: "On the 
island of Manhate, and in its environs, there may 
well be four or five hundred men of different sects 
and nations: the Director General [Kieft] told me 
that there were men of eighteen different langua
ges." I t is interesting to speculate what these eight
een languages might have been. Besides Dutch
men, there were Walloons, Huguenots and other 
Frenchmen; English, Germans, Swedes, Norwe
gians, Danes, Bohemians, Poles, Portuguese, Ital
ians, Austrians, Irish and Scots. This would account 
for fifteen of the languages. The others might have 
been Welsh, Spanish and possibly American Indian. 

A prominent member of the Society, who is of 
Walloon descent, seldom sees my rampant lion 
without informing me that he does not think "fore

igners" should be admitted to the Society, 
constitution or no constitution. The obvious 
reply—"How about yourself?"—brings the 
prompt answer that all but real Dutchmen 
should be excluded from the Society. I can 
see his point of view. He argues, quite truly, 
that if many such members were elected, 
the Society might lose the very thing it 

most wishes to perpetuate. 
l?jfj\"^ The reason why "foreigners" 

want to be admitted to the 
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