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"Observations" 
Freedom for Holland 

W e are proud to hail the members of the So­
ciety who a re in the a rmed forces. They have 
given up much to serve their country. 

Today, with Holland under the heel of the 
conqueror and every human right curtailed, it is 
well to look back on the situation three hundred 
years ago. An Indian war h a d all but destroyed 
the Colony of New Netherland and the remnants 
of a panic stricken people crowded around the 
Fort for protection. 

In those days pioneer Americans looked back 
to the peace and security of Holland. Holland, in 
her turn, now looks to us for emancipation. 

This country owes much to the little nation of 
the Zuider Zee. From her came the great free­
doms of Worship, Speech a n d Education. The 
time approaches when we will aid in restoring 
freedom to The Netherlands. 

Membership Gain 

The membership of The Holland Society is gain­
ing fast. At their last meeting the Trustees ap­
proved papers of twenty-eight new members and 
the re-instatement of eleven others. 

Interest in the aims and principles for which 
the Society stands is worthy of the support of 
every eligible person. Each member should do 
his part by encouraging others to join and par­
ticularly to see that sons or other relatives in the 
armed forces make application. 

De Hcdve Maen 

Members responded splendidly to the request 
for items of "Military Intelligence" and "Personal 
Mention". It is p lanned to continue these features 
a n d further reports will be welcomed. In addition 
members are urged to submit articles of interest 
with historical or genealogical background. 

Annual Banquet 
The annua l banquet of The Holland Society 

will be held in the Grand Ballroom of The Plaza, 
Fifth Avenue and 59th Street, on Thursday eve­
ning, November 18 and even at this early date it 
gives promise of attracting a record attendance. 

Joseph C. Grew, former Ambassador to Japan, 
will be the speaker and recipient of the annua l 
achievement medal award of the Society for 
eminence in the field of diplomacy. Dr. Alexan­
der Loudon, Minister from the Netherlands, will 
be present. 

The banquet committee, under chairmanship 
of Col. Leigh K. Lydecker, has arranged for an 
unusually fine program and selection of the 
medalist was under direction of Harold O. Voor-
his. Early reservation is urged to meet war con­
tingencies. 

Trustees' Meeting 
An increase to the Society roster of thirty-nine 

resulted from action by the board of trustees in 
approving applications of twenty-eight new mem­
bers and eleven who were re-instating, at the 
October meeting at the Metropolitan Club, this 
city, on the evening of October 14. It was re­
ported that more than 100 members are on active 
military service. 

The resignation of Charles L. Schenck as a 
trustee was accepted with regret. He is a former 
president of the Society and for years served a s 
chairman of the finance committee before con­
sideration of health forced curtailing of activities. 
Seth Toby Cole, of Catskill, N. Y., was elected to 
fill the vacancy as trustee and Trustee Frank H. 
Vedder was named to the finance committee by 
President Ottomar H. Van Norden. 

A complete list of members in service, with 
rank and other data, is nearly complete, it was 
reported by Rufus Cole Van Aken, chairman of 
a special committee to compile such a record and 
maintain correspondence with them. Trustee 
Richard Schermerhorn, Jr., stated that the number 
of new members is at a peak and interest con­
tinues to grow. 
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